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MUNICH HIGH END SHOW

Back after a three-year suspension, the
world’s leading high end audio event
looked, and sounded, very familiar. But was
that a good thing/

MIKE VALENTINE

From underwater film-maker to purist
recorder of music, direct to disc or tape.
Chris Frankland takes a deep dive into his
ideas and techniques

STAN'’S SAFARI

Our tame designer looks at the advantages
and pitfalls of Class D amplifiers, and sees
scope for their wider acceptance

MAGICO A3

Four years on from his first listen, Martin
Colloms finally gets to grips with Magico’s
‘affordable’ floorstander — and finds it’s still
built to the same exacting standards, and
delivers superb performance

MARANTZ MODEL 40N

Having launched a purist amplifier and
network/SACD player combination, Marantz
rings the changes with this appealing
network-connected amplifier. But is it an amp
with benefits, or an‘all-in-one’ system?

ICON 4PRO

Handmade in the UK to order, this flexible
passive line controller caught Kevin Fiske’s
attention. And now he’s spent time listening
to its, he’s even more impressed

MEASURING SPEAKERS - IT’'S ALL
ABOUT THE BASS

Keith Howard takes an in-depth look at the
problems of measuring speakers — especially
if you don't have a field to hand and a
20m-tall tower lying around!

Q ACOUSTICS CONCEPT 50

Drawing on the technology of the
company'’s hugely impressive Concept 500
flagship, this slender and beautifully-finished
floorstander is capable of an entirely
convincing sound - and is excellent value

PRIMALUNA EVO 400

Chris Kelly has long been a fan of the Dutch
company'’s valve-powered amplifiers, and
in this range-topping model he thinks he’s
found himself a keeper
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ARETAI CONTRA 100S

They caught Chris Frankland's attention at
a show - now these unusual-looking horn-
tweetered speakers from Latvia have him
sitting up and listening at home

AUDIOLAB OMNIA

With a strong background in amplifiers

and all things digital, now Audiolab has
launched its first ‘just add speakers’ system,

complete with onboard CD player and more.

Is it‘'one box to rule them all’?

DYNAUDIO EMIT 20

With no less than 45 years of speaker-
making experience behind it, this compact
design from the Danish company sounds
much bigger than its compact dimensions
would suggest. Martin Colloms loves it!

RUSSELL KRED 120 SE

This ‘special edition’ version of the British
company’s floorstander finds a fan in Chris
Frankland, who's impressed with its mix of
power, weight and detail

SHAKNSPIN WOW&FLUTTER
ANALYSERII

Not sure whether your turntable’s behaving
as it should? Steve Harris tries a simple tool
from Portugal designed to lay bare your
record player’s fluctuations

MARK LEVINSON NO.5909

The first headphone model from the
celebrated high-end brand is impressive
— but could it be trying too hard to satisfy
every personal listening requirement?

OPHIDIAN MAMBO 2

Developed and built in a new Northern
speaker-making powerhouse, from Sheffield
woodwork to assembly in The Wirral, these
British floorstanders waste no time in
winning over Chris Kelly

MUSIC

Our writers survey their latest acquisitions,
from classical to hi-res releases, and the best
secondhand vinyl buys

SOUNDSTAGE

Andrew Everard’s glad to see that shows are
back, but he suggests a bit more effort in
demonstrations — and the music played - if
new buyers are to be won over
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icOn’s fine-sounding passive line
stage, reviewed on p20

Slender, elegant and captivating:
Q Acoustics’ Concept 50, p32

Entry-level heavy metal? Magico’s
A3 reviewed by MC, p12



