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PETER THOMAS

In an exclusive HIFICRITIC interview, the co-
founder of PMC recalls his early days at the
BBC and the beginnings of the company,
and gives his views on the state of speaker
design and the hi-fi industry

STAN'’S SAFARI

Stan’s been spending his time in isolation
tinkering with some vintage amplifiers in his
collection - and pondering elements of their
design and construction

MOLA MOLA TAMBAQUI

Yes, the name’s unusual, being derived
from a giant sunfish, but then so is this
DAC, designed by company founder Bruno
Putzeys and with a sound that captivates
both Andrew Everard and Martin Colloms

THE'A’'TEAM

Martin Colloms compares three compact
speakers — from Amphion, Aurender and ATC
—and discovers that not only is the design
thinking for each very different, but they
also deliver a variety of presentations

MICHI P5/S5

First launched by Rotel as its premium brand
back at the beginning of the 1990s, Michi is
back with a very different look, and an initial
offering of a preamplifier and two power
amps. Andrew Everard suggests the P5
preamp and S5 stereo power amp could be a
taste of great things to come

ALLYOU REALLY NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT DIGITAL FILTERS

Usually one of the hidden aspects of the
handling of digital data, filtering can have

a significant affect on how a DAC sounds.
Keith Howard examines the common types,
and explains why they matter

IFI AUDIO AURORA

No other all-in-one network audio system
looks quite like it, and the British-based
company’s latest arrival features a slew of
unique technologies, including all-analogue
room optimisation. And it’s more than just a
looker: it sounds spectacular, too

THE NEW NORMA?

Chris Kelly finds much to like Norma Audio’s
CD player/DAC and integrated amplifier, and
says the brand should be more celebrated
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NETWORK CONNECTIONS

Martin Colloms, Andrew Everard and Steve
Harris examine a trio of ‘audiophile’ Ethernet
switches, and a bushel of network cables

KLIPSCH FORTE Il

Part of the company’s Heritage series, this
impressive speaker combines classic horn
technology with some modern thinking

REGA AETHOS

Slotting in between the British company’s
Elicit R and Osiris, this integrated amplifier is
much more than a gap-filler, says Ed Selley

AUDIO NOTE MEISHU TONMEISTER
The latest iteration of this classic valve
amplifier more than lives up to its name,
according to a delighted Chris Frankland

NEAT MINISTRA

Drawing on technology from across its
manufacturer’s range, this compact speaker
delivers a powerful, yet refined, sound

PSB ALPHA S10
Compact and very affordable, this active
subwoofer finds a fan in Kevin Fiske

CHORD ELECTRONICS 2GO

Building on the success of the Mojo/Poly,
this tiny streamer turns the Hugo 2 into a
complete player. It's great, but its control
app grates on Jon Honeyball’s nerves

STREAMING AMPLIFIERS

A trio of network-connectable amps -
Arcam’s SA30, the Cyrus ONE Cast and
Marantz’s PM7000N - shows there’s more
than one way to integrate streaming
without affecting audio performance

CLASSICAL
Andrew Mellor surveys the latest classical
releases, from Adés to Wagner

JAZZ AND MORE IN DSD
James Parker explains why the technology
behind SACD was made for jazz

SECONDHAND STARS
Steve Harris reveals his latest haul of
‘pre-loved’ recordings

SOUNDSTAGE
Former Naim chairman Paul Stephenson on
early musical influences, and rediscoveries
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Rotel’s Michi brand is back with a
very different look, and a highly
competitive sound - p20

These ‘cat’s-eyes’ are at the heart of
the iFi Audio Aurora’s all-analogue
room optimisation system — p28

Can a network switch such as the
English Electric 8switch really affect
streamin performance? We listen
and consider — p33

The Marantz PM7000N meets its
streaming rivals - p52



