
HIFICRITIC  MAY / JUNE 2008 3

Contents

Rega P7 in the Record Player 
Group Test on page 34

2 EDITORIAL
 Why do different reviewers hear different things?

4 FILL ‘ER UP
 Whither hi-res downloading? Wes Phillips reports 

from the US of A

34 RECORD PLAYER GROUP TEST
 Martin Colloms and Chris Bryant carry out 

detailed lab and listening assessments of four mid-
price turntable/arm combos

45 THE BEST OF CLASSICAL
 Christopher Breunig reviews new releases of works 

by Mozart, Beethoven, Strauss and others

48 ROCK, POP AND OTHER NICE MUSIC
 Nigel Finn listens to the latest from Goldfrapp, 

Counting Crows, Jon Lord and many more

52 SUBJECTIVE SOUNDS
 Valve amps are increasingly hard to resist, and not 

all valves are created equal

6 POINTING THE WAY?
 Omnidirectional speakers have always been 

controversial, but Malcolm Steward and Martin 
Colloms are both seduced by Shahinian’s Compass.

11 STAN’S SAFARI 2
 In which Stan discovers the virtues of simplicity – if 

in doubt, leave it out!

13 FOCAL CHORUS 706V
 Martin Colloms checks out a likely leading budget 

speaker

16 BLU-RAY TOMORROW?
 Will Blu-ray deliver high resolution digital music? 

Recording engineer Tony Faulkner attempts to pin 
down a moving target

18 NEVER CONNECTED
 Chris Bryant describes and analyses an ingenious 

and radical approach to avoiding mains pollution

21 POINTS OF VIEW
 Turntable design involves a host of compromises. 

We’ve asked eleven leading designers to highlight 
their priorities

30 MONOPULSE 42A
 An interesting and unusual speaker from a relatively 

new British manufacturer

Shahinian’s Compass 
on page 6

吀栀e Points of View of eleven 
leading turntable designers 
on page 21

3


